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 Brave New World New Definitions for a Brave New World
In his novel, Aldous Huxley coined new words and gave new meanings to words already in use.
Find the following words in Brave New World. Use the chapter numbers to help you. Read each word in context and write what you think the word means in the third column. Then look up the word and, if it exists, write the dictionary definition in the last column. Check your context definition against the dictionary definition. Which words did Huxley make up? Circle or highlight those words. What words did Huxley create a new meaning for that is different from the dictionary definition? Underline those words.
	Words and Terms
	Chapters
	Meaning in Context
	Dictionary Definition

	Bokanovsky Group,
bokanovskify
	1, 2, 4, 11, 14, 15, 16, 18
	
	

	bottled
	1, 5
	
	

	decant
	1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 
8, 10, 16
	
	

	feelies
	3, 4, 11, 
13, 14, 18
	
	

	freemartin
	1, 3, 11, 17
	
	

	hypnopaedia
	2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, 16
	
	

	pneumatic
	3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 16, 17, 18
	
	

	predestination
	1, 3, 10, 11
	
	

	sexophone
	5, 11
	
	

	viviparous
	1, 2, 3, 7
	
	


RL-11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)



Answer Key	
	Words and Terms
	Chapters
	Meaning in Context
	Dictionary Definition

	Bokanovsky Group,
bokanovskify
	1, 2, 4, 11, 14, 15, 16, 18
	a group of identical siblings produced by the Bokanovsky Process; a method of cloning human beings
	Not in standard dictionaries. Online sources refer to Huxley.

	bottled
	1, 5
	stored in a sealed bottle (chapter 1)
New meaning: extra-high on soma, to the point of low functionality (chapter 5)
	stored in a sealed bottle

	decant
	1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 
8, 10, 16
	New meaning: to remove a human embryo from its glass bottle 
	to pour out wine or other liquid without disturbing sediments on the bottom

	feelies
	3, 4, 11, 
13, 14, 18
	a form of electronic entertainment that combines movies with sensory impulses
	Not in standard dictionaries. 

	freemartin
	1, 3, 11, 17
	a sterile human being who is genetically programmed not to reproduce
	a sterile calf twin; typically a female born with a male

	hypnopaedia
	2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, 16
	social programming of sleeping people, especially infants and children, by whispered messages
	instruction (usually via recorded lessons) of a person who is asleep 

	pneumatic
	3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 16, 17, 18
	New meaning: super sexy, beautiful, lustful
	1. relating to a gas; 2. relating to the spirit, also called the pneuma; 3. displaying a well-proportioned female body

	predestination
	1, 3, 10, 11
	New meaning: the process of genetic manipulation for future caste, gender, and employment
	the act, performed by God, of foreordaining the destiny of human beings and the outcome of all events

	sexophone
	5, 11
	a wind instrument that 
emits sensual music
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Not in the dictionary. 
The word is a pun on saxophone. The description sounds like jazz.

	viviparous
	1, 2, 3, 7
	born from a living woman 
(an obscene idea in the text)
	the act of birthing live young instead of 
laying eggs



Photocopiable © 2019 SparkNotes, LLC


	     Photocopiable © 2019 SparkNotes, LLC


image1.png
*spaPHteaCh




image2.svg
    


image3.png




image4.svg
            


