[bookmark: _GoBack]What does the novel’s title The Catcher in the Rye mean? What themes can be drawn from this title?
Reread the section of the novel below in which Holden explains to Phoebe what “a catcher in the rye” is and why he’d like to be one. As you read the novel, highlight or underline important details that directly connect to the title, based on Holden’s explanation of what it means. Once you’ve finished the novel, review your notes to identify one theme, and write it below. Then, explain the connection among your theme, the title, and Holden’s explanation, including three text examples from the novel to support your connection.
 “You know what I’d like to be?” I said. “You know what I’d like to be? I mean if I had my goddamn choice?”
 “What? Stop swearing.”
 “You know that song, ‘If a body catch a body comin’ through the rye’? I’d like—”
“It’s ‘If a body meet a body coming through the rye’!” old Phoebe said. “It’s a poem. By Robert Burns.” 
“I know it’s a poem by Robert Burns.”
She was right, though. It is “If a body meet a body coming through the rye.” 
I didn’t know it then, though.
“I thought it was ‘If a body catch a body,’” I said. “Anyway, I keep picturing all these little kids playing some game in this big field of rye and all. Thousands of little kids, and nobody’s around—nobody big, I mean—except me. And I’m standing on the edge of some crazy cliff. What I have to do, I have to catch everybody if they start to go over the cliff—I mean if they’re running and they don’t look where they’re going, I have to come out from somewhere and catch them. That’s all I’d do all day. I’d just be the catcher in the rye and all. I know it’s crazy, but that’s the only thing I’d really like to be. I know it’s crazy.” 
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RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
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Answer Key
Sample Student Response
	Theme
	
	Connection to Title and Text Evidence

	Power
	 z

	Holden feels powerless throughout his life and struggles to find some kind of power through various actions, such as when leaving a place behind, interacting with girls, or responding to his brother’s death. His desire to be “the catcher in the rye” connects to Holden’s desire to find power in a powerless situation.
Quote 1: “I was trying to feel some kind of goodbye. . . .If you don’t, you feel even worse.” (pp. 6–7)
Quote 2: “That’s the thing about girls . . . you never know where the hell you are.” (pp. 81–82)
Quote 3: “That’s what nearly drove me crazy. . . . I just wish he wasn’t there.” (p. 172)



image1.png
*spaPHteaCh




image2.svg
    


image2.png




image4.svg
               


