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Reading Skills Worksheet 

The Scarlet Letter Mapping the Plot 
 
 

        

 

Add at least six events to this diagram showing the rising action, climax, and denouement 

(falling action) in The Scarlet Letter. Then answer the question below the diagram. Finally, 

share your plot diagram with a partner or in a small group, noting similarities and 

differences. 

 

RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text 

(e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

RL.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 

including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 

persuasively. 

What major conflict in the novel is resolved by the climax you chose? Include textual 

evidence to support your response. 

Hester and Pearl 
emerge from prison. 

exposition 

rising action 

climax 

denouement 

resolution 


