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The Taming of the Shrew Puns

A pun is a literary device that plays on words with multiple meanings for a humorous effect. Katherine and Petruchio exchange many puns during their first meeting.
In column 1: Look for each pun as you read Act 2, scene 1. Note: All citations are from the No Fear edition.
In column 2: Briefly explain the double meaning of the pun.
	Pun
	Meanings

	Lines 188–190
Petruchio: Myself am moved to woo thee for my wife.
Katherine: “Moved,” in good time. Let him that moved you hither
Remove you hence.
	Petruchio uses the word “moved” to mean he is inspired to marry her; Katherine uses the word “moved” to suggest he move along.

	Lines 193–194
Katherine: Asses are made to bear, and so are you.
Petruchio: Women are made to bear, and so are you.
	

	Lines 196–199
Petruchio: Alas, good Kate, I will not burden thee,
For knowing thee to be but young and light—
Katherine: Too light for such a swain as you to catch,
And yet as heavy as my weight should be.
	

	Lines 203–204
Petruchio: Come, come, you wasp. I’ faith, you are too angry.
Katherine: If I be waspish, best beware my sting.
	

	Lines 213–216
Petruchio: I swear I’ll cuff you if you strike again.
Katherine: So may you lose your arms.
If you strike me, you are no gentleman;
And if no gentleman, why then no arms.
	

	Lines 228–229
Katherine: Well aimed of such a young one.
Petruchio: Now, by Saint George, I am too young for you.
	

	Lines 254–255
Petruchio: It is extempore, from my mother wit.
Katherine: A witty mother! Witless else her son.
	


RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).
L.9-10.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
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