Throughout The Taming of the Shrew, various characters describe both Katherine and Bianca with words that were very specific to women at the time. While the words used to describe Bianca mainly have positive connotations, the words applied to Katherine usually have negative connotations. Sort the following words as having either a negative or positive connotation when applied to women.
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bonny		devilish			gamesome		lusty wench		sobriety
chider		fair			headstrong		mild			stale
curst		fiend of hell		ill-favored		scold			virtuous
dainty		froward			irksome			shrewd			wildcat

	Positive Connotation
	Negative Connotation

	
	



RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).
L.9-10.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
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Answer Key
	Positive Connotation
	Negative Connotation

	bonny
dainty
fair
gamesome
mild
sobriety
virtuous
	chider
curst
devilish
fiend of hell
froward
headstrong
ill-favored
irksome
lusty wench
scold
shrewd
stale
wildcat
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