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The Tempest Sleeping and Dreaming

This graphic organizer shows the general location of four passages about dreaming in The Tempest. First, locate the passages and read the text in context. Then answer the probing questions to discover how sleeping and dreaming relate to the characterization, structure, and plot of the play.
Finally, after completing the chart, write a short essay that analyzes how Shakespeare uses sleeping and dreaming in The Tempest.
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	Prospero puts Miranda to sleep.
	Ariel’s music puts Gonzalo and Alonso to sleep.
	Prospero muses on sleeping and dreaming.
	Ariel wakes the Master and Boatswain.

	What happens while Miranda is sleeping?
Ariel appears and reports on how he has carried out Prospero’s orders to create the tempest and disperse the crew.

	What happens while Alonso and Gonzalo sleep?

	What is the mood of Prospero’s soliloquy?

	What happened while the Master and Boatswain were sleeping?


	What does this sleep scene tell us about Prospero and Ariel?

	What does this sleep scene tell us about Antonio and Sebastian?

	What does Prospero say about life?
	What does the Boatswain’s dream tell us about the tempest in Act 1?


	Where does Prospero take Miranda after she awakens?

	What does Ariel do after he awakens Alonso and Gonzalo?
	How does Prospero express the themes of the play?
	What can happen now that the Master and Boatswain are awake?


RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
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