Time is tricky in The Tempest. Shakespeare’s script alternates between real time (the time of the action onstage), past time (the time of events that happened before the onstage action), and imaginary time (the time that passes in the characters’ imaginations). This graphic organizer indicates the general location of four passages that play with time.
First, locate each indicated passage in the play and read the text. Then answer the probing questions to discover how time contributes to the characterization, structure, 
and plot of the play.
Finally, after completing the chart, write a short essay that analyzes how Shakespeare uses time in The Tempest.
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	A great tempest sinks a ship.

	Alonso and his party discuss the wedding of Alonso’s daughter.
	Ariel produces a banquet for Alonso, Antonio, and their party.
	Prospero and his sprites perform a masque for Ferdinand and Miranda.

	Does the tempest occur in real time, past time, or imaginary time?
The tempest occurs in imaginary time.

	Does the wedding occur in real time, past time, or imaginary time?

	Does the banquet occur in real time, past time, or imaginary time?

	Do you think the masque occurs in real time, past time, or imaginary time?
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	What clues from the text support your answer?
The men emerge from the tempest with their clothes untouched. (No Fear: 2.1.56–57)
At the end of the play, the Boatswain recalls the tempest as a dream. (No Fear: 5.1.240–251)

	How does the wedding affect the emotions and actions of Alonso and Sebastian?

	What clues from the text support your answer?
	What clues from the text support your opinion?


	Are the emotions during the storm real or imaginary? Explain your answer.
The storm and shipwreck create so much fear that the passengers and crew jump overboard. Their fear is real even though they are dreaming. (No Fear: 1.2.196–216)
	How does the wedding affect the plot of the play?

	Are the emotions created by the banquet real or imaginary? Explain your answer.
	What is Ariel doing during the time the masque is being performed?


[bookmark: _GoBack]RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
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