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Satire is the use of ridicule and/or humor to reveal the supposed vices, ignorance, or stupidity of people or institutions.
In Chaucer’s time, estates satire was a literary genre that ridiculed the social classes, or estates, of medieval society—the clergy, the nobility, and the peasantry/workers. The Canterbury Tales, especially the General Prologue, is an estates satire in which Chaucer satirizes the stereotypes of the members of each class. He especially satirizes the hypocrisy of the Church and its clergy.
Even though Chaucer is the poet who wrote The Canterbury Tales, he also appears in the text as a character, the narrator. As a character, Chaucer appears, at times, naïve and simple-minded. His comments about a pilgrim may seem direct and objective. At times like these, the reader needs to infer that Chaucer the poet is actually satirizing the pilgrim. At other times, the satire is explicit and obvious. 
1. Below are examples of satire from Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. Read each example of satire and write a few sentences explaining what Chaucer is satirizing and why.
Speaking about the Nun, the Prioresse:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some small hounds had she, that she fed
With roasted flesh, or milk and fine white bread.
But sorely she wept if one of them were dead,
Or if someone beat it with a stick[.] (General Prologue, p. 9)

What Chaucer is satirizing:
The nun, being a member of the religious order, should be concerned about the welfare of people and charitable toward them. Instead, she cares most deeply about her dogs and feeds them rich, costly food that peasants could not afford.
Speaking about the Friar:
For unto a poor order to give
Is a sign that a man is well shriven—
For if he gave something, the Friar could be content,
That a man was truly repentant.
For many a man is so hard of heart,
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He may not weep though it sore smarts:
Therefore instead of weeping and prayers,
Men may give silver to the poor freres. (General Prologue, p. 13)

What Chaucer is satirizing:



Speaking about the Miller:
The Miller was indeed a stout fellow;
Full big he was of muscle and bones—
Who proved himself, for wherever he went,
At wrestling he would always win the ram.
He was short-shouldered, a broad, thick cudgel:
There was no door he couldn’t yank off its hinges,
Or go through by ramming it with his noggin. (General Prologue, p.31)

What Chaucer is satirizing:



2. Find three more examples of satire and explain what Chaucer is satirizing.
Additional example of satire #1:





What Chaucer is satirizing: 



Additional example of satire #2:



What Chaucer is satirizing: 



Additional example of satire #3:



What Chaucer is satirizing:RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
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