@ Real Life Lens *spamteach
Things Fall Apart Driving Questions

Driving Questions Initial Answer Final Answer

Why does
Okonkwo's father,
Unoka, use proverbs
to discuss his debt
with his neighbor
instead of direct Text evidence: Text evidence:
language? In what
other ways do the
Igbo use proverbs
and folktales in
their daily
interactions?

What is the
significance of
Ekwefi’s story of
the tortoise? How

does the story
foreshadow later
events in the novel?

Text evidence: Text evidence:

How do Nwoye and
Okonkwo react
differently to the
missionaries’ stories

about God?
Text evidence: Text evidence:
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Who is the narrator,
and what do you
notice about the
way the narrator
relates major events
in the story?

Text evidence: Text evidence:

How do building on
the “evil land,” the
killing of the sacred
royal python, and
other plot events
help the Text evidence: Text evidence:
missionaries
challenge Igbo
beliefs and win
converts?

What is the
significance of the
abrupt shift in
perspective at the

end of the novel?
Text evidence: Text evidence:

What larger
statement does
Achebe make by
writing his novel in
English rather than
the language of the
Igbo?

Text evidence: Text evidence:
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