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Dramatic irony in a play occurs when the audience understands something that the characters on stage do not.
Dramatic irony forms the basis of much of the comedy in Twelfth Night. 
Read the sample passage and answer below. Then read the following passage. Explain why it is an example of dramatic irony and what effect it has on the play and the reader. Then identify and analyze two more examples of dramatic irony in the play. Be sure to cite the act, scene, and lines.
Orsino (to Viola as Cesario):
Dear lad, believe it.
For they shall yet belie thy happy years
That say thou art a man. Diana’s lip
Is not more smooth and rubious. Thy small pipe
Is as the maiden’s organ, shrill and sound,
And all is semblative a woman’s part. (No Fear: 1.4.29–33)

Reason it is dramatic irony:
The audience knows Viola is a woman dressed as a man, but Orsino does not.
Effect: 
This is funny because Orsino is correct when he says those who say Viola is a man are wrong, but he’s correct for the wrong reason. He thinks she’s a young male with female characteristics, not yet fully grown into manhood.
Olivia (to Malvolio):
Run after that same peevish messenger,
The county’s man. He left this ring behind him,
Would I or not. Tell him I’ll none of it. [OLIVIA hands him a ring]
Desire him not to flatter with his lord,
Nor hold him up with hopes. I am not for him.
If that the youth will come this way tomorrow,
I’ll give him reasons for ‘t. (No Fear: 1.5.274–281)
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Reason it is dramatic irony:


Effect:




Additional example 1:







Reason it is dramatic irony:


Effect:





Additional example 2:







[bookmark: _GoBack]Reason it is dramatic irony:


Effect:


RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
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